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The first issue of the Missoula Sentinel advertised Victor victrolas for $75, 
"classy models" of new spring suits for $12.50 to $50, and a gallon of peaches for 35<t. 
From that first issue on March 6, 1911, until the newspaper was discontinued in 1960, 
the Sentinel was Missoula's afternoon counterpart to the morning Missoulian.
Now the Sentinel may have found its final resting place. The Missoulian donated 
its 50-year collection of issues to the Montana Collection in the University of Montana 
Mansfield Library, according to library archivist Dale Johnson.
"This is quite an acquisition," says Johnson, who maintains the Archives and the 
Montana Collection on level one of the library. "These may be the only existing copies, 
he says, adding that the Sentinels "have never been microfilmed, to my knowledge."
The collection will be stored in its present form, over 650 hard-bound volumes. 
Although some issues are missing, the collection is "almost complete," according to 
Johnson.
The Sentinel, which was published every day except Sunday, was "nearly the same 
paper" as the Missoulian, according to librarian Kathy Schaefer who works with the 
Montana Collection. The major difference in the Sentinel was in the front page, where 
morning news was followed up with more detail and late breaking news was reported.
Afternoon readers on March 6, 1911, saw headlines telling that "Assassins Plan to 
Kill Taft on Vacation." Both history and the small type face of the headline belie the 
plan's failure, however, and the article goes on to describe how the plot of "an inner
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Persons concerned with the present-day price of oil might be interested in the 
front page story of the new "oil-driven vessel" being manufactured in Glasgow, the first 
time anything had been attempted "in the way of installing oil engines in so large a 
ship." The vessel would reportedly be powered by the "cheapest available oil," which 
was selling at the time for $8.50 to $10 a ton.
The Missoula Mercantile Company had a full-page advertisement in that first issue.
The Mercantile store on the corner of Higgins and Front St. (now the Bon) advertised 
an oak desk for $50 and Oliver plows, "either walking or riding versions," for $35 to $40.
The Sentinel issues will be included with the rare books, local and regional 
histories, city directories, and old telephone books housed in the Montana Collection.
"What we have down here is any published material relating to Montana history," says 
Johnson.
Many historical researchers use the Montana Collection, and Johnson believes the 
Sentinel issues will be very valuable to those persons. The issues are already avail­
able for use, even though they are not completely inventoried, Johnson adds.
The Sentinel may provide interesting material for research into the influence of 
corporate ownership of a newspaper, since three different companies owned the Sentinel 
during its 50-year history. When the paper was first published, it and the Missoulian 
were owned by Joseph Dixon, a U.S. senator and friend of Teddy Roosevelt. In 1917 the 
Anaconda Company bought the Missoulian and Sentinel. Anaconda published the newspapers 
until 1959, when they were sold to Lee Enterprises, present owners of the Missoulian.
The Sentinel didn't last too long under Lee Enterprises. It was discontinued in 
1960, and the last issue included in the collection is Nov. 30 of that year.
Names and events on the front page of that final issue were far different from those 
of 1911. Sir Winston Churchill was celebrating his 85th birthday with "a 100 pound cake 
soaked in his favorite brandy." Headlines told that "Federal Judges Knock Down Segregation 
Rules." Political analysts wondered how the incoming Kennedy administration would deal 
with Castro's Cuba, and beef was advertised for 44<£ a pound.
After that Missoula area residents followed these issues only in the morning, for 
the Sentinel quit coming in the afternoon.
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